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Programme
dedicated to SSH

SSH is a
cross-cutting issue

No reference to
disciplines working
together in the
evaluation criteria

Trans-disciplinarity is
part of the evaluation
criteria
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FP7 – Cooperation Programme
Theme 8 ‘Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities’
Horizon 2020 – No self-standing SSH programme
SSH is embedded as a cross-cutting issue
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‘Embedding SSH’ in practice
 SSH experts contribute to framing the questions and
issues to be tackled in Horizon 2020

 Topics are 'flagged' for SSH, i.e. they point to SSH
research as integral part of the expertise needed to
properly address the issue outlined in the topic
 Proposals submitted for topics 'flagged' for SSH should
contain meaningful, integrated contributions from SSH
researchers
 Evaluation panels include SSH expertise; evaluators
briefed on how to identify and evaluate SSH aspects
@APRE2015

4

SSH aspects include…
Human behaviour and choices,
lifestyles and well-being

Human geography and
demographic trends

Historical considerations

Economic analysis and
business models
Legal, institutional and political
frameworks
VARIATIONS ACROSS SOCIAL GROUPS

Cultural and anthropological aspects
Social innovation
@APRE2015
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SSH-flagged topics
1. Topics with an SSH component
o Multidisciplinary topics where finding a solution requires
knowledge and input from both SSH and STEM
o Consortia submitting proposals will need to include both
STEM and SSH partners

2. Topics dedicated to SSH
o Finding a solution relies on knowledge and input from
SSH researchers and practitioners
o Consortia submitting proposals will mainly consist of
partners from various SSH disciplines

@APRE2015
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INTEGRATION OF SSH IN THE 2014-15 WP

Overall, 37% of the topics are ‘flagged’ for SSH
@APRE2015
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EC Source

BUDGET GOING TO SSH IN 2014

The share of budget going to SSH
partners amounts to 6% (i.e.
€236million) of the total 2014
budget of €4 billion (i.e. 21% of the
budget of SSH-flagged topics)

The data were extracted from the GA of 308 projects selected for funding@APRE2015
in 2014
8 All 97
under 97 topics in the Societal Challenges and Industrial Leadership priorities.

EC Source

SSH PARTNERS BY COUNTRY IN 2014

@APRE2015
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HEALTH, DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE AND WELLBEING
SC1-PM-04–2016: Networking and optimising the use of population and patient cohorts at EU level
Specific challenge
Population cohorts are invaluable resources to obtain detailed description of individual biological variations in
connection with a variety of environmental, pathogenic, occupational, societal, and lifestyle determinants that
influence the onset and evolution of diseases. Europe currently has some of the most valuable population and patient
cohorts, including well annotated clinical trial cohorts. However, the lack of integration of these cohorts hampers the
optimal exploitation of these resources, essential to underpin and facilitate the development of stratified and
personalised medicine.

• Dedicated topics

Scope

Proposals should aim at maximizing the exploitation of cohorts by bringing together national and/or European cohorts
with common scientific interests (e.g. across diseases, children, mothers, elderly, birth, gender, etc.), and by taking
advantage of new technologies (e.g. ICT, social platforms, etc.) and new type of data (e.g. geographical, genetic, eHealth
records, etc.). Based on those cohorts using a comprehensive integration strategy to facilitate hypothesis-driven
research, data sharing, harmonisation and analysis, proposals should provide expanded resources and knowledge on
health and disease determinants, onset and course of diseases (including aspects of co-morbidity and/or co-infections),
clinical, public health and socio-economic research. Synergies with relevant existing European infrastructures and
additional collaborations with relevant international initiatives are encouraged. Proposals should also engage with
relevant international/national/regional authorities to ensure that findings are implemented and translated into health
policy.
The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of between EUR 8 and 10 million would
allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and
selection of proposals requesting other amounts.
Expected impact

Expected impacts include one of or a combination of the following point(s):
•
Make major conceptual, methodological and analytical contributions towards integrative cohorts and
their efficient exploitation.
•
Contribute to providing novel information on health maintenance, onset and course of diseases, or
population stratification, with a view to tailor diagnosis or to optimise prevention and treatment.
•
Provide the evidence base for the development of policy strategies for prevention, early diagnosis,
therapies, health economics as well as addressing health inequalities. Wherever relevant, evidence for economic
evaluation of interventions should also be included.
•
Optimise the use of population cohorts in defining/improving clinical practice and public health
policy.
Type of action

Research and innovation actions

Deadline

13 April 2016

Call identifier

H2020-SC1-2016-2017

Topic information

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/3051sc1-pm-04-2016.html

• Topic with an
SSH component

Links to NCP
networks PS

@APRE2015
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QUALITY OF SSH INTEGRATION IN PROJECTS
FUNDED UNDER SSH-FLAGGED TOPICS IN 2014
This indicator aggregates the performance of each project along four dimensions and
associated thresholds, assessing whether:
 Share of SSH partners is higher than 10%
 Budget going to SSH is higher than 10%
 Contributions from SSH are well integrated in project abstract, keywords, work
packages and deliverables
 Contributions from SSH came from at least two distinct SSH disciplines
The quality of SSH integration in each project :
•
•
•
•

None No threshold was met for any of the four dimensions
Weak Threshold met for one dimension
Fair Threshold met for two or three dimensions
Good Threshold met for all four dimensions
@APRE2015
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QUALITY OF SSH INTEGRATION IN 2014
of projects funded under topics flagged SSH

Source:
EC
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SHARE OF PROJECTS WITH FAIR OR GOOD
SSH INTEGRATION 2014
% of projects funded under topics flagged SSH

Source:
EC
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Source:
EC

DISCIPLINE PREVALENCE IN SSH-FLAGGED
TOPICS IN 2014
Discipline prevalence in projects funded under SSH flagged topics
Disciplines and clusters of
disciplines
Economics, Business,
Marketing
Political Science, Public
Administration, Law
Education, Communication
Psychology
Sociology
Humanities, the Arts
Demography, Geography
Anthropology, Ethnology
History

Number of projects
that include partnerlevel expertise

Share of projects
that include
partner-level
expertise

164

53%

116

38%

69
58
53
29
17
8
5

22%
19%
17%
9%
6%
3%
2%

@APRE2015
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Best practices examples

@APRE2015
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Examples of Interdisciplinary
SSH-STEM projects funded in 2014
EMPOWER
Empowering a reduction
in use of conventionallyfuelled vehicles

Type of action: RIA
Call: Mobility for Growth
WP Part: SC4 Transport

• Goal: to reduce the use of conventionally-fuelled
vehicles (CFV) in cities integrating technological and
socio-economic approaches.
• Create a set of tools for the transport industry and
policy-makers. These tools will empower them to
understand, choose and implement evidence-based
and cost-effective policy interventions and changes in
infrastructure, i.e. shifting to other transport modes
and vehicle types, promoting sharing and selforganisation in users.
• The project brings together transport engineers and
infrastructure specialists, cognitive psychologists,
economists, specialists in traffic behaviour and
organisational psychology.
@APRE2015

Examples of Interdisciplinary
SSH-STEM projects funded in 2014
NANORESTART
NANOmaterials for the
REStoration of works of
ART
Type of action: IA
Call: Nanotechnologies &
Advanced Materials
WP Part: LEIT

• Challenge: lack of methodologies for the
conservation of modern and contemporary
artworks that use non-traditional materials (plastics,
fiberglass, etc.).
• NANORESTART will develop nanomaterials to
ensure long term protection and security of
cultural heritage, taking into account environmental
and human risks, feasibility and materials costs.
• NANORESTART brings together specialists in
chemistry, materials science, art conservation and
restoration, museum curators and cultural heritage
educators.

@APRE2015

HOW TO ASSIGN THE SSH-FLAG
TO TOPICS IN WP16-17?
To assign the SSH flag, 'yes' to two key questions:


Are SSH terminology and research questions (examples
provided in WP guidance document) included in the
scope section of the topic?



Will the consortium require SSH partners to adequately
and comprehensively address the issue at stake?

Source:
EC

@APRE2015
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INTEGRATION OF THE SSH IN THE 2016-17 WP

Source: EC

+ FET, SWAFS, RI and cross-cutting

@APRE2015
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Integration of SSH in the
2016-17 WP

41% of topics 'flagged' for SSH

Source:
EC

@APRE2015

First results of the new policy
MONITORING REPORT 2014
SOCIALSCIENCESANDHUMANITIES(SSH)
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/ne
ws/integration-social-sciences-and-humanitieshorizon-2020-participants-budget-and-disciplines

•
•
•
•

In 2014, 236 million euros have been awarded to SSH partners
(out of a total of 1,1 billion that was flagged for SSH in calls of the
7 societal challenges and LEIT)
26% of consortia partners in projects funded under SSHflagged topics have SSH expertise and contribute it to the projects
In WP 2016-17, 41% of call topics are flagged for SSH
(compared to 37% in 2014-15)
The quality of integrating the SSH in WP 2016-17 has been
further improved (e.g. improved topic descriptions with
appropriate SSH wording, improved variety of SSH disciplines)

@APRE2015
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Best practices examples

@APRE2015
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HEALTH (SC1)
PHC-22-2015: Promoting mental well-being in ageing population
Proposals should include multi-disciplinary research to improve the understanding,
prevention, early diagnosis, and treatment of, mental conditions and disorders of
older people. This may include research into physical, psychological, environmental
and social determinants of healthy ageing. Proposals may address the role of
external or internal determinants of mental health, including e.g. behaviour,
resilience, sensory deficits, chronic disease, substance use, socio-economic
stressors (e.g. loneliness, poverty, violence, trauma and conflicts), or other physical
and environmental stressors. Clinical trials or comparative effectiveness research
should contribute to the establishment of integrated preventative or therapeutic
intervention strategies to improve mental health in the older population. Preference
will be given to interventions with high public health relevance, i.e. addressing
particularly frequent or severe situations, with a high impact on the quality of life of
the individual and/or associated with a significant socio-economic burden
@APRE2015
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FOOD (SC2)
SFS-29-2017: Socio-economics in ecological approaches
Based on case studies and representative farm typologies, proposals will involve
drawing up an economic, environmental and social comparison of identified
production systems implementing ecological approaches and conventional farms in
the same sectors of production. […] Economic performance and delivery of public
goods will be evaluated on the basis of different indicators at farm, farm-group and
territorial levels. Specific emphasis will be placed on analysis of the labour
productivity in terms of the amount and value of private and public goods produced.
Incomes in the different systems will be analysed on the basis of market and
public payments. Issues related to gender differences and demographic
characteristics and patterns in farming communities should be investigated if
relevant

@APRE2015
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ENERGY (SC3)
LCE-32-2016: European Platform for energy-related SSH research
Within the scope of this call a platform for SSH research communities in the energy
field will be set up at European level, aiming to integrate and build upon the
experience of already existing networks and initiatives. The platform will seek to
structure and enhance the energy-related dialogue at EU level among the different
SSH stakeholders, as well as with other energy-research communities, creating
greater inter-disciplinarity and fostering knowledge and information sharing among
various disciplines. It will promote the generation of novel, evidence-based research
designed to inform and influence relevant policy processes, particularly with respect
to the role of SSH aspects (including gender) in hindering or accelerating the
transition to a low-carbon energy system in Europe. The platform will also be a
source of specific expertise and advice to EU policymakers, such as on how
best to embed SSH aspects in H2020 energy calls, as well as how to address
the SSH dimension in EU energy initiatives more broadly
@APRE2015
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ICT

LEIT ICT-23-2017: Interfaces for accessibility
Support the development of intelligent, affordable and personalised interfaces and
affective computing for people with cognitive disabilities to enable them to undertake
everyday tasks and in particular to improve communication and facilitate the uptake
and use of digital services. Solutions should recognise user's abilities and be
able to detect behaviours and recognise patterns, emotions and intentions in
real life environments. A mix of expertise is necessary including from relevant
social sciences and humanities disciplines (e.g. cognitive sciences, psychology,
disability studies) and due attention will be paid to the diversity of users and users'
needs (e.g. age, gender, socio-economic status)

@APRE2015
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Net4Society
SSH Opportunities in H2020

http://www.net4society.eu/_media/opportunities%20in%20h2020%201617.pdf
@APRE2015
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AVAILABLE ON THIS PAGE
List of SSH disciplines
Guidance for applicants
Guidance for evaluators
List of SSH-flagged topics
@APRE2015

SSH-FLAGGED
TOPICS
on
H2020
Participant Portal
WP 2014-15:
37% flagged topics
(more than 200)
WP 2016-17:
similar 41%
(220 topics approx)

@APRE2015
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Net4Society
Partner Search
Partners interested in becoming
involved in existing or currently
forming consortia
AND
Partner searches of consortia
looking for specific additional
partners.

QUALITY CHECK

http://www.net4society.eu/public/pss.php

@APRE2015
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Net4Society
Research Directory
Database with more than
1100 researchers
in 30 countries

QUALITY CHECK

http://www.net4society.eu/public/rese
arch-directory/
@APRE2015
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Net4Society
SSH Opportunities
in ERA-Initiatives
SSH-relevant calls:
- ERA-NETs
- JPI
- JTI
- Art. 185 initiatives

http://www.net4society.eu/public/408.php

@APRE2015
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TRUST CONFERENCE
Main sessions:
1. Europe in a changing
world – Perspectives on
2050
2. Research matching society
– From vision to actions
3. Let’s work together –
From ideas to innovations
in Hoizon 2020

The streaming is
available on:
www.trustconference.eu
@APRE2015

SI CONFERENCE 2015
Focus on:
Pathways to social change –
Research, policies and
practices in European and
social perspectives

Parallel sessions on SI topics
in research and practice

www.si-drive.eu
@APRE2015

https://www.b2match.eu/socialinnovation2015
@APRE2015

Stay informed
Via Net4Society’s:

• Website:
www.net4society.eu
• Social networks

• Newsletters:
* ISSUES e-magazine
* e-newsletter

@APRE2015

GRAZIE PER L‘ATTENZIONE!

Elena Maffia

maffia@apre.it
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